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THE ffOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

Conception
of the
electoral
function.

General
resulfs of
Claries
IV* s policy.

act that the sovereign did not, like other princes, reign
>y hereditary right, but by the choice of certain persons,
was supposed to be an enhancement and consecration of
lis dignity. The electors, to draw what may seem a
subtle, but is nevertheless a very real distinction, selected,
)ut did not create. They only named the person who
vas to receive what it was not theirs to give. God, say
he mediaeval writers, not deigning to interfere visibly in
.he affairs of this world, has willed that these seven
princes of Germany should discharge the function which
once belonged to the senate and people of Rome, that of
choosing his earthly viceroy in matters temporal. But it
.s immediately from Himself that the authority of this
viceroy comes, and men can have no relation towards
iim except that of obedience. It was in this period,
therefore, when the Emperor was in practice the mere
nominee of the electors, that the belief in his divine right
stood highest, to the complete exclusion of the mutual
responsibility of feudalism, and still more of any notion
of a devolution of authority from the sovereign people.

Peace and order appeared to be promoted by the
institutions of Charles IV, which removed one fruitful
cause of civil war. But these seven electoral princes
acquired, with their extended privileges, a marked and
dangerous predominance in Germany. They had once
already in their famous meeting at Rhensea in 1338,
acted as an independent body, repudiating in the name

* Rhense is a hamlet on the left
bank of the Rhine, some four or five
miles above Coblentz, A little way
north of it, and on the very shore,
between the stream and the railway,
stands, half hidden by walnut-trees,
the so-called Konigsstuhl, a modern
restoration of the building erected

by Charles IV in 1376 for the meet-
ings of the electors, who from long
time past had "been wont to as-
semble here. It was the point where
the territories of the four Rhenish
electors touched one another. Here
several imperial elections were
made: the last, Rupert's, in 1400.